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The Honorable Ron Kitk

United States Trade Representative
600 17" Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20508

Dear Ambassador Kirk:

As the Office of the United States 1rade Representative (USTR) prepares its Special 301 Report
on trade partners’ intellectual prbperty rights protection and enforcement, I would like to
encowage you to reevaluate Thailand’s status in the report. Thailand, one of our key allies in
Asia, has been on USTR’s Priotity Watch List since 2007 In developmg this year’s Special 301
report, USTR should consider the steps Thailand has taken to improve and strengthen its

intellectual property regime -

In response to concerns raised by U.S. industiies and USTR regarding access to medicines, the
goveinment of Thailand has facilitated in- depth consultations on these issues with the private
sector. Thailand has also indicated its understanding that an effective patent protection system is
required to ensure continued medical and pharmaceutical research, development, and innovation
of new life-saving medicines. As such, Thailand is taking steps to strengthen its patent

ptotection system.

Thailand has also made strides in addressing concerns over its intellectual property regime and
strengthening its intellectual property monitoring and enforcement. Recent actions include the
formation of a National Committee on Intellectual Property Policy and, in an effort to formulate
policies and coordinate agency actions, the drafting of a plan on the prevention of intellectual
property rights violations The govermment also is implementing legislation that addresses,
among other things, effective monitoring and control over the production of infiinging optical
disks; ensuring better protection of the rights of copyright owners in digital and network-based
environments; and enabling customs officials to more easily inspect transshipped goods and
goods in transit.

Promoting closer economic ties between the United States and Thailand is an important
component of our nation’s engagement in the Asia Pacific region. Thank you for your
consideration of Thailand’s efforts to improve its intellectual property rights protection and
enforcement in this year’s intellectual property rights review. I look forward to continuing
engagement with you on this matter.

Sincgrely,




